April 19, 2020

First Sunday after Easter
Welcome
Opening Song

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!” LSB 463

Invocation
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: O come, let us worship the Lord!
C: Let us make a joyful noise of praise!
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Confession and Absolution
P: We pray: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole hearts; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.
C: Amen
P: Almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Children’s Message

The Lessons
The First Lesson
Acts 5:29–42
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of
our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at
his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given
to those who obey him.” When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill
them. But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by
all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he
said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these
men. For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of
men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were
dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the
census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who
followed him were scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men
and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of
God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So
they took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the
name. And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease
teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The Epistle Lesson
1 Peter 1:3–9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The Holy Gospel
John 20:19–31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written
in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Message Song
The Message

“O Sons and Daughters of the King” LSB 470
“The Living Word: Seeking the Truth!”

The Prayers of the Church
P: Risen Savior,
C: Hear us as we pray!
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The Sending and Benediction
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: The risen Lord Jesus Christ is with you! Rejoice in Him and live each day in peace
and forgiveness!
C: Alleluia!
P: Hear the good words of our Lord…and give you peace!
C: Amen.
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Closing Song

“This Joyful Eastertide” LSB 482

The Hymnal Project
“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and
liturgists, led by Peter Prochnow, were commissioned
through the Michigan District, LCMS to create several
new hymn arrangements, based on the original music,
intended to facilitate enhanced worship in a multitude
of modern musical contexts.
The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are arranged
with various instrumentations and made available free
of charge, in the form of a lead sheet and reference
recording, so whether you learn by reading or by
hearing, you can easily implement these arrangements
and modify for your context without cost.
We are grateful for the generosity of the donors, Carl
and Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the Michigan
District, LCMS.”
The hymn videos used during worship can be
found here:
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

