September 20, 2020

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude
Welcome
Opening Song/Hymn

“Nobody Loves Me Like You” (Praise Team)
“Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905 (Online)

Invocation, Confession, & Absolution
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Song of Praise
“Gloria in Excelsis” LSB 204
C: To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we singOur thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav'nly King.
To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand on highFor You alone are holy, You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply.

Lessons for Today
The Old Testament Lesson
“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Isaiah 55:6–9

L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Lesson
Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers,
having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak
the word without fear.
for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will
turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at
all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my
body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot
tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your
account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for
your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit,
with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your
salvation, and that from God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the
same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Chat
The Holy Gospel
Matthew 20:1–16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle
all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into
the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to
the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but
each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master
of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a
denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia!
The Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Message Hymn
Message

“I’m But a Stranger Here” LSB 748
“Renew Me, O Eternal Light” LSB 704 (Online)
“As Citizens of Heaven…”

We Go to God in Prayer
P: Lord, in Your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper
The Words of Institution
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: The gifts of God for you, God’s people.
C: Amen.
We Ask God’s Blessings on This Holy Meal Psalm 145:14-16
P: At Your gracious invitation we come. Lord Jesus, bless us and these Your gifts!
C: The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food in due
season. For You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living
thing. Amen.
Distribution Songs

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618
“Beautiful Savior” LSB 537
“Nothing But The Blood” (Praise Team)
“Touch The Sky” (Praise Team)

Post Communion Prayer
P: Almighty and everlasting God,
C: We thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body and blood of
Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
P: Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received the Holy Sacrament,
we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins,
unity with Christ, and life eternal.
C: Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Sending
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Song/Hymn

“Our God Is Love” (Praise Team)
“On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 (Online)

Postlude

The service is over…the worship begins! Romans 12:1

The Hymnal Project
“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and
liturgists, led by Peter Prochnow, were
commissioned through the Michigan District, LCMS
to create several new hymn arrangements, based
on the original music, intended to facilitate
enhanced worship in a multitude of modern
musical contexts.
The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are
arranged with various instrumentations and made
available free of charge, in the form of a lead
sheet and reference recording, so whether you
learn by reading or by hearing, you can easily
implement these arrangements and modify for
your context without cost.
We are grateful for the generosity of the donors,
Carl and Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the
Michigan District, LCMS.”
The hymn videos used during worship can be
found here:
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

Visual Faith Ministry
The art you see used in our bulletins is brought to
you by Visual Faith Ministry. In the fall of 2017 Visual Faith Ministry was Co-Founded with Patricia
Maier. Visual Faith Ministry is the endeavor of
Connie Denninger and Pat Maier to create an online
collaborative center that brings together free Visual
Faith tools and resources. It adds visual, kinesthetic,
and tactile adaptations that make meaning for us in
our daily lives, and helps to answer the question What does this mean for me?

