January 10, 2021

Third Sunday After Christmas
Opening Song/Hymn
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB 395
“Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” LSB 400 (Online)
Invocation, Confession, & Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will
and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may
come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.
Song of Praise

“How Great Is Our God” (Praise Team)

The Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.
L This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Lesson
Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for
you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written
briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was
given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
L This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
The Children’s Chat

The Holy Gospel

Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
P This is the Gospel of our Lord
C Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia!
The Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Message Song/Hymn

“As with Gladness Men of Old” LSB 397

Message

“Now What?”

We Go to God in Prayer
P: Lord, in Your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper
The Preface
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and saying:

The Sanctus

p. 195

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
The Words of Institution
P:
C:
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The gifts of God for you, God’s people.
Amen.

We Ask God’s Blessings on This Holy Meal
P: The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. The eyes
of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food in due season.
C: We praise You, Father, and ask Your blessings on this meal, for You open
Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. Amen.
Distribution Songs

“The People That in Darkness Sat” LSB 412 v. 1-4
“Knowing You” (Praise Team)
“Just As I Am” (Praise Team)
“The People That in Darkness Sat” LSB 412 v. 5-6

The Post-Communion Prayer
P: Lord God, our Heavenly Father:
C: Thank you for this holy meal. Live in us, Lord Jesus, that we may always
live in You. Amen.
Sending
P: The Lord be with you,
C: and also with you!
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you… and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Song/Hymn
Postlude

“The Blessing” (Praise Team)
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB 394 (Online)
“Is He Worthy” (Praise Team)

The service is over…the worship begins! Romans 12:1

The Hymnal Project
“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and
liturgists, led by Peter Prochnow, were
commissioned through the Michigan District, LCMS
to create several new hymn arrangements, based
on the original music, intended to facilitate
enhanced worship in a multitude of modern
musical contexts.
The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are
arranged with various instrumentations and made
available free of charge, in the form of a lead
sheet and reference recording, so whether you
learn by reading or by hearing, you can easily
implement these arrangements and modify for
your context without cost.
We are grateful for the generosity of the donors,
Carl and Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the
Michigan District, LCMS.”
The hymn videos used during worship can be
found here:
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

Visual Faith Ministry
The art you see used in our bulletins is brought to
you by Visual Faith Ministry. In the fall of 2017 Visual Faith Ministry was Co-Founded with Patricia
Maier. Visual Faith Ministry is the endeavor of
Connie Denninger and Pat Maier to create an online
collaborative center that brings together free Visual
Faith tools and resources. It adds visual, kinesthetic,
and tactile adaptations that make meaning for us in
our daily lives, and helps to answer the question What does this mean for me?

