April 25, 2021

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Prelude
Welcome
Opening Song/Hymn

“With High Delight” LSB 483
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” LSB 524 (Online)

Invocation, Confession, & Absolution
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Kyrie
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p. 168 (spoken)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise

“This Is the Feast” p. 171 (in person only)

P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory
are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun
His reign. Alleluia, Alleluia.
The Old Testament Lesson
Acts 4:1-12
And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who had heard the
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were
of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what
power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you
and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.”
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Lesson
1 John 3:16-24
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or
talk but in deed and in truth.
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do
what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by
the Spirit whom he has given us.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Children’s Chat
The Holy Gospel
John 10:11-18
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for
the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to
take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
P This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia!

The Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Message Song/Hymn

Message

“Jesus Loves Me” (Praise Team)
“Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588 (Online)
“Love Is a Verb!”

We Go to God in Prayer
P Lord, in Your mercy:
C Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Supper
Preface
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LSB 177

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 178

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Words of Institution
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The gifts of God for you, God’s people.
Amen.

We Ask God’s Blessings on This Holy Meal
P God, our Father, You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
C We praise You now for this Holy Meal and come, by Your gracious invitation, to
rejoice in Your life-giving grace! In the name of Jesus. Amen!
Distribution Songs

“Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal” LSB 533
“I Can Only Imagine” (Praise Team)
“By His Wounds” (Praise Team)

The Post Communion Prayer
P Lord God, our Heavenly Father:
C We give you thanks for this life-giving gift of Jesus’ holy body and blood. We ask
now as we depart from Your table, that You will forgive us our sins, strengthen
our faith, and give us life everlasting. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Sending
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Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ… be with you all.
Amen.

Closing Song/Hymn

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” LSB 643
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” LSB 821 (Online)

Postlude

The service is over…the worship begins! Romans 12:1

The Hymnal Project
“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and
liturgists, led by Peter Prochnow, were commissioned
through the Michigan District, LCMS to create several
new hymn arrangements, based on the original
music, intended to facilitate enhanced worship in a
multitude of modern musical contexts.
The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are
arranged with various instrumentations and made
available free of charge, in the form of a lead sheet
and reference recording, so whether you learn by
reading or by hearing, you can easily implement
these arrangements and modify for your context
without cost.
We are grateful for the generosity of the donors, Carl
and Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the Michigan
District, LCMS.”
The hymn videos used during worship can be
found here:
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

Visual Faith Ministry
The art you see used in our bulletins is brought to you
by Visual Faith Ministry. In the fall of 2017 - Visual
Faith Ministry was Co-Founded with Patricia Maier.
Visual Faith Ministry is the endeavor of Connie
Denninger and Pat Maier to create an online
collaborative center that brings together free Visual
Faith tools and resources. It adds visual, kinesthetic,
and tactile adaptations that make meaning for us in
our daily lives, and helps to answer the question What does this mean for me?

