August 15, 2021

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn

“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” LSB 812

Invocation, Confession, & Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins;
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your
will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on
His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them
His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson
Proverbs 9:1-10
Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars. She has slaughtered her
beasts; she has mixed her wine; she has also set her table. She has sent out her
young women to call from the highest places in the town, “Whoever is simple, let him
turn in here!” To him who lacks sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink
of the wine I have mixed. Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of
insight.” Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked
man incurs injury. Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man,
and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a
righteous man, and he will increase in learning. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Lesson
Ephesians 5:6-21
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners
with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and
true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to
speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of
the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery,
but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always
and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting
to one another out of reverence for Christ.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Backpack Blessing

Students come forward with their backpacks. Parents stand with them, placing their
hands on the students’ shoulders.
P When it’s the night before going to school, and I’m picking out my clothes
and making sure I have all my school supplies…
Children: Jesus is with me.
P When I’m waking up and eating a healthy breakfast to start the day…
Children: Jesus is with me.
P When I meet my teachers and new friends in my class…
Children: Jesus is with me.
P When I’m praying at night and thanking God for my family, my friends and
my school…
Children: Jesus is with me.

Invite people in the pews who serve as educators, teachers, bus drivers, school
board members, Christian education/Sunday school teachers, etc. to stand during
the prayer.
P God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers and
students who fill them each day. We pray for these cherished children, whom we have
promised to love and nurture. Keep them safe, keep them excited, keep them ever
seeking to learn more and to develop their gifts. We ask you to bless them with curiosity,
understanding, and respect. Through their study, may they gain the tools to grow in love
and faith and service to others. May their backpacks be a sign to them that they have
everything they need to learn and grow this year in school and in Sunday School. May
they be guided by your love.
O God, we pray for teachers and school staff. Give these servants the wisdom to find
inspiration for each child. Give them the energy and creativity and love that will make their
work a blessing to our children. Finally, O God, we pray for the Christian Education leaders
here at our church. May your Spirit be upon each one of these leaders; give them the
energy to prepare and lead well and do so with grace and love. Bless each one gathered
here that we may seek every opportunity to grow in our knowledge and love of you.
All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to
learn about you, and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us.
Amen.

The Holy Gospel
John 6:51-59
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last
day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh
and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I
live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate,
and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” Jesus said these things in the
synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.
P This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia!
The Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Message Hymn

“Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” LSB 868

Message
We Go to God in Prayer
P Lord, in Your mercy:
C Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Sending
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you,
and also with you!
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you… and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LSB 839

The service is over…the worship begins! Romans 12:1

The Hymnal Project
“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and liturgists,
led by Peter Prochnow, were commissioned through the
Michigan District, LCMS to create several new hymn
arrangements, based on the original music, intended to
facilitate enhanced worship in a multitude of modern
musical contexts.
The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are arranged with
various instrumentations and made available free of charge,
in the form of a lead sheet and reference recording, so
whether you learn by reading or by hearing, you can easily
implement these arrangements and modify for your context
without cost.
We are grateful for the generosity of the donors, Carl and
Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the Michigan District,
LCMS.”
The hymn videos used during worship can be found
here: https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

Visual Faith Ministry
The art you see used in our bulletins is brought to you by
Visual Faith Ministry. In the fall of 2017 - Visual Faith Ministry
was Co-Founded with Patricia Maier. Visual Faith Ministry is
the endeavor of Connie Denninger and Pat Maier to create an
online collaborative center that brings together free Visual
Faith tools and resources. It adds visual, kinesthetic, and
tactile adaptations that make meaning for us in our daily
lives, and helps to answer the question - What does this
mean for me?

